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FY25 YEAR IN REVIEW

Good People. Great Visits.

This year, we didn’t just welcome more visitors—we 
made more meaningful connections. With stronger 

digital performance, record-setting campaign reach, 
growing community engagement, and our best St. 

Patrick’s Festival yet, FY25 was a year of lasting impact.

We’ve gathered the highlights to reflect on everything 
Visit Dublin GA accomplished—from telling our 

story across Georgia to championing local partners, 
empowering advocates, and building a brand that 
inspires pride and purpose. Let’s celebrate what 

happens when good people do great work.



A Year of Growth

HOTEL/MOTEL 
TAX REVENUE

INDIVIDUAL VISITORS 
TO DUBLIN

VISITOR CENTER FOOT TRAFFIC

+27% 
year-over-year

9,538 
people

1,472
pets

Visitors from 
26 states, D.C., 
and 11 countries

2.9M 
(+2%)



Digital Performance

WEBSITE 
PAGEVIEWS

NEWSLETTER 
SIGNUPS

SOCIAL MEDIA GROWTH

405K 
(+55.5%)

Facebook 

16.5K
Instagram 

5.7K
Youtube 

3,563

213 Subscribers
42,181 Views (+217%)



Ad Campaign Reach

FY25 AD 
IMPRESSIONS

AD CLICKS

PRINT FEATURES

DIGITAL HIGHLIGHTS

BROADCAST

2.56M
(+13%)

Southbound 
Magazine

60K

Good Grit  
Girls’ Getaway

36,976 
impressions

Atlanta Parent 
Digital 

26,070 
views

Commercial partnership with Riverview Golf Course & 
City of Dublin on 13WMAZ 

53K impressions

Hatch Targeted 
Meta & Google 

Campaigns

Travel e-blasts, 
newsletter 

campaigns & more

Georgia
Magazine

1.2M

Taste of  
the South

90K

Atlanta 
Parent

300K

Atlanta 
Magazine

100K

Savor 
Georgia

55K

Laurens 
Now

1,000

34,502
(+134%)



Community Engagement

LOCAL PARTICIPATION & PARTNERSHIPS:

KEY LOCAL PROJECTS:

EVENTS ATTENDED ACROSS GEORGIA & BEYOND:

Community Advocate 
Program

One Day: Dublin’s Civil Rights 
Experience Readers’ Theatre

Travel & Tourism  
Week

Local Tourism  
Grant

Plus numerous campaigns and 
partnerships with Good Grit Agency

From local cookoffs to international travel conferences, 
Visit Dublin GA showed up in 12 different cities 

including Atlanta, Americus, Perry, and even Chicago.

Team members served on boards, volunteered for community events, 
supported nonprofits, and even read to local students.

READ to LEAD 
Volunteer

Leadership Dublin 
Laurens Board Member

Great Southeast 
Pollinator Census 
hosted by 4H at VIC

Member of Dublin 
Community Theatre

City of Dublin Stubbs 
Park Trunk or Treat

Member of Dublin Main 
Street Players

Festival of Trees

Friends of the Carnegie 
Board Member

Volunteered for 
Leprechaun Contest

Irish Chamber Breakfast
Super Sunday Brunch

Joint Civic Luncheon

Volunteered at Library 
for Fantastic Futures: 
Dublin FanCon

Great American  
Clean Up

Volunteered for the 
Dublin Daylily Club 
Show & Sale

Summer Youth Works 
Program

Attends Dublin-
Laurens UGA Archway 
Partnership meetings

Attends Downtown 
Dublin Coffee Breaks

Weeded Downtown 
Dublin Community 
Garden



Video Production

DUBLIN OVERVIEW VIDEO SERIES 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH HEY HEY FILMS

HOLIDAY FEATURE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GOOD GRIT AGENCY



Good Grit Agency
Projects

From ads to activations, content to 
campaigns—our partnership with 
Visit Dublin GA this year helped 

amplify the magic that makes this 
town shine. Here’s a look at what we 

created together.



WEBSITE UPDATES
Added new listings and pages while maintaining 

brand consistency.

Content & Collateral



PRINT ADS
Taste of the South, Atlanta Magazine, Southbound, 
Southern Lady, USA Today Go Escape Southeast, 

and Good Grit Magazine

Advertising

G E O R G I A

This spring, Dublin is your destination for family fun!

Get your groove on at the Bon Temps Crawfish Festival

or kick back at our First Friday events. 

Whether it’s beats or eats you’re after,
Dublin has your spring covered.

Make your next stop at VisitDublinGA.org

Chili in one hand, craft beer in the 
other—this is how we do autumn. 
From oyster roasts to arts festivals, Dublin, GA packs 
every weekend with something worth the drive.

Leaf-peep through small-town charm, feast on bold 
Southern flavor, and dance like nobody’s watching at 
some of the South’s best-kept fall events.

Plan Your Trip at VisitDublinGA.org
#DublinGA | #GoodPeopleVisitHere | @VisitDublinGA

Food. Fun. Fall Col�s. 
It’s All Here.

G E O R G I A

Grab your green, get your Irish on, and celebrate 60 years of 

tradition in Dublin this March! From our iconic Pancake Supper

to the electric St. Patrick's Parade, there is so much to experience. 

There’s a bit of Ireland in all of us—come find yours in Dublin!

Tap into the magic at VisitDublinGA.org

Savor Summer in Dublin!
Enjoy al fresco dining, a refreshing drink in 
hand, and the beat of downtown on First Fridays. 
Cool off at Southern Pines Water Park and make 
the most of the season’s best moments. 
Dublin is your summer story waiting to happen.

Make Your Summer Shine at VisitDublinGA.org

Good Summers
Happen Here

GOOD PEOPLE VISIT HERE

In Dublin, every street comes with a story and a smile.
Whether it’s at our St. Patrick’s Day celebrations or a
delicious dinner downtown, you’re always in good company.

Dublin’s got a seat saved just for you.

VisitDublinGA.org

Saltwater Fishery

Good People Gather Here
In Dublin, winter feels like a warm hug. Twinkling lights 
strung through historic Downtown, families gathered around 
the bonfire at Crooked Finger Brewing, and peaceful strolls 
past the glowing neon of Theatre Dublin. Dublin warms up 
your soul—from the first frost to the last winter chill.

Wrap up your winter in a place that feels like home.
VisitDublinGa.org  |  #DublinGA  |  #GoodPeopleVisitHere  |  @VisitDublinGA

C�y Up 
in Dublin



DIGITAL ADS
Seasonal digital campaigns with targeted 
creative for specific audience segments

Advertising



CIVIL RIGHTS 
HISTORY CARDS 

+ packaging design

Heritage & History



Now mind you, in addition to World War II, the race war within the United States was intensifying. 

The US Supreme Court had yet to weigh in on the segregation of schools, bus travel, and so 

much more. Consequently, the Deep South had a longstanding reputation of being the worst 

of the worst for race relations. For my brethren that may not yet grasp what I tell you, my black 

brothers and sisters couldn’t even worship or learn or play with their white brothers and sisters. 
Let’s hear from a younger, more spritely version of myself, Young Hub Dudley, who can recall life 

in the 1940s across the South. 
 
PARTICIPANT: YOUNG HUB DUDLEY: Let me start by quoting what King reminded us in his famous “I Have a Dream Speech”:“We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot

gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities.”You see, African Americans couldn’t use the same facilities as whites in those days. They

couldn’t sleep in hotels, eat in the restaurants, get gas or relieve themselves in the
restrooms. I set out to build an empire in Dublin to serve all people of color. I opened a
meat market and grocery store in 1922, a savings and loan, a restaurant, The Dudley
Motel, the Laborers-Mechanics Realty and Investment Company (a savings and loan
association), a shoe shop, a sawmill, a roller skating rink, a drug store, a poolroom, a
barbershop, a guest house, The Laurens Casket Company, Dudley’s Funeral Home, and in

September 1936, the Amoco #2 service station. I established a beauty shop and named it

for my sweet foster daughter, Thomaseanor, even though she was never a beautician. I
also developed “Dudley’s Retreat” in the rear of the service station as a gathering place to

feed not only bodies but souls. During World War II, I worked to establish a USO for black
servicemen on South Lawrence Street. I helped to enlarge and modernize the Colored
4-H Camp of Georgia on the current grounds of Riverview Golf Course. I truly believed,
“Genius has no color, no creed. The world loves a contributor to civilization. 

Hub Dudley:
No truer words were spoken. 
Back to the oratory contest. That’s what started this movement anyway, right? It was April 17, 

1944, and young Martin Luther King, Jr. made his way from Booker T. Washington High School 

in Atlanta to First African Baptist Church in Dublin where he would deliver his first public 

address, in effect positioning himself as a leader and advocate for the Civil Rights Movement. His 

powerful address to the people was titled “The Negro and the Constitution”. He stood in this very 

place and said, and I quote, “My heart throbs anew…”Wait a minute. Why should I tell you, when you can hear from young Martin Luther King, Jr. 

himself?
 
PARTICIPANT:  YOUNG MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: “My Heart throbs anew with the hope that inspired by the example of Lincoln, imbued with the spirit 

of Christ, America will cast down the last barrier of perfect freedom. And I with my brother of blackest 

hue possessing at last my rightful heritage and holding my head erect, may stand beside a Saxon---a 

Negro---and yet a man.”
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ONE DAY PLAY CARDS + SCRIPT
An immersive storytelling tool to deepen engagement 

with Dublin’s civil rights story

SCRIPT

Leader: Welcome to the First AB Church in Dublin, Georgia; home of the Norman G. McCall Elks 
Lodge Oratory Contest where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his first speech at the young 
age of 15.  I am ( YOUR NAME ), and Dublin is my home. We are delighted that you have come to 
visit us today, and we hope that you leave here knowing more about how Dublin played a role in 
the Civil Rights Movement.  

When you arrived, you were given a card with a name, a picture, and information about that 
person and your role in today’s performance. This will probably be the shortest rehearsal you 
will ever have for any acting role, because you have no rehearsal! You are among friends. For the 
short time you’re here, I would like to ask you to have an open mind and try to envision the trying 
times that were the pre-segregation reality here in our country. 

Our story today is told by Hub Dudley, the original owner of the Dudley Motel, which is located 
just outside of Downtown Dublin. The Dudley Motel was once a safe haven for Dr. King and 
other inspirational civil rights leaders. Here’s what we know: Dr. King and fellow activists could 
come to the 12 room Dudley Motel and stay comfortably without the threat of being persecuted 
or victimized. They could plan and strategize in secrecy. Some even say that Bloody Sunday, 
an event during the Civil Rights Movement where nonviolent protesters marched across the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, was planned at the Dudley Motel.  

You’re going to hear from Hub Dudley, and we ask that when the name on your card is called, 
you respond according to the role instructions. Thanks again for visiting Dublin’s Civil Rights 
Experience.  

 
Enters Hub Dudley, who will be the presenter from hence forward. 

 
Hub Dudley: Hello, my brothers and sisters, and welcome to First African Baptist Church of 
Dublin, Georgia. For those of you that don’t know me, I’m Herbert Dudley. My friends call me Hub, 
and I own the Dudley Motel here in Dublin. I can tell by gazing over this crowd that what I tell you 
today will be foreign and almost unbelievable to many of you. But, the story needs to be told and 
remembered for how Dublin played a role in desegregation and the Civil Rights Movement of the 
United States of America.

For a brief moment, picture yourself in April, 1944 in the segregated deep south. We’re in the 
middle of World War II, and our country is understandably on edge. Our local chapter of the 
Colored Elks Club, the Norman G. McCall Elks Lodge of Dublin, hosted its annual oratory contest 
here at First African Baptist Church. We advertised the competition across the state, but it was 
particularly interesting to a 15 year old Martin Luther King, Jr. because he had relatives from 
Dublin.  

1

ONE DAY - DUBLIN’S CIVIL RIGHTS EXPERIENCE

Andrew Jackson Young, Jr.
MARCH 12,  1932

Andrew Jackson Young, Jr. is an American politician, 
diplomat, and activist. Beginning his career as a 
pastor, Young was an early leader in the Civil Rights 
Movement, serving as executive director of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
and a close confidant to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Young was with King in Memphis, Tennessee, when 

King was assassinated in 1968. Young later became active in politics, serving first as 
a U.S. Congressman from Georgia, then United States Ambassador to the United 
Nations, and finally Mayor of Atlanta. Since leaving political office, Young has 
founded or served in a large number of organizations working on issues of public 
policy and political lobbying.

ONE DAY - DUBLIN’S CIVIL RIGHTS EXPERIENCE

Andrew Goodman
NOVEMBER 23,  1943 -  JUNE 21 ,  1964

Goodman was one of three American activists and a 
social worker during the Civil Rights Movement, 
murdered near Philadelphia, Mississippi, during 
Freedom Summer in 1964 by members of the Ku Klux 
Klan.

In 1964, Goodman volunteered along with fellow activists Mickey Schwerner, his wife 
Rita Schwerner Bender, and James Chaney to work on the "Freedom Summer" 
project of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) to register blacks to vote in 
Mississippi. Having protested U.S. President Lyndon Johnson's presence at the 
opening of that year's World's Fair, Goodman left New York to train and develop Civil 
Rights strategies at Western College for Women (now part of Miami University) in 
Oxford, Ohio. In mid-June, Goodman joined Schwerner in Meridian, Mississippi, 
where the latter was designated head of the field office. They worked on registering 
Blacks in rural areas to vote. Schwerner had been working closely with an assistant 
James Chaney, also a Civil Rights activist in Meridian. On the morning of June 21, 
1964 the three men set out for Philadelphia, Neshoba County, where they were to 
investigate the recent burning of Mount Zion Methodist Church, a Black church that 
had agreed to be a site for a religious school for education and voter registration.

On their return to Meridian, the three men were stopped and arrested by Deputy 
Sheriff Cecil Price (a Klan member) for allegedly driving 35 miles over the 
30-mile-per-hour speed limit. The trio were taken to the jail in Neshoba County 
where Chaney was booked for speeding, while Schwerner and Goodman were 
booked "for investigation". After Chaney was fined $20, the three men were released 
and told to leave the county. Price followed them in his patrol car. At 10:25, Price 
sped to catch up with the station wagon before it crossed the border into the relative 
safety of Lauderdale County. Price ordered the three out of their car and into his. He 
then drove them to a deserted area on Rock Cut Road while being followed by two 
cars filled with other Klansmen. He then turned them over to the Klansmen who beat 
Chaney and then shot and killed Schwerner, Goodman, and Chaney.

—Wikipedia 

Learn more on the Historic Downtown Dublin Tour!
Scan the QR code for more information.

When your name is called, stand and read:That was always a good stop because they had 
good food and you could catch up with all the 
politics in Georgia. Those were the times when you 
couldn’t go to the bathroom just anywhere, so you 
planned your stops. Hub Dudley ran a good 
business, knew everyone, and folks traveled far to 
hear his respected opinions. It was that southern 
grapevine Gladys Knight sings about.

Andrew Jackson Young, Jr.

One Day
Dublin’s Civil Rights Experience

SPEAKING ROLE

Learn more on the Historic Downtown Dublin Tour!
Scan the QR code for more information.

NON-SPEAKING ROLE

You are a part of history.
Although you do not have a speaking role in 
today’s drama, you do have an important 
role: Witness.

Journey along with us and witness how one 
child could change the world. Witness how 
inspiration can foster change. 

Andrew GoodmanNon-Speaking Role

One Day
Dublin’s Civil Rights Experience
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DOWNTOWN DUBLIN WALKING TOURS
Refreshed copy and redesigned downloadable PDFs for 

both the Downtown and Bellevue Walking Tours.

Downtown Dublin Walking Tour

CHIVERS HOUSE
505 Bellevue Avenue
A step further brings you to the Chivers House, built in 1920 in the Spanish 
Revival style. Otis and Jennie Chivers, known for their philanthropy during the 
Great Depression, lived here. The house retains much of its original historic 
material, offering a glimpse into a time when community and charity were at 
the forefront of daily life.

J.  R.  POWELL HOUSE/ CLAXTON HOSPITAL507 Bellevue Avenue
Originally amidst oaks and magnolias, the grounds of the home were designed 
by John Madison Stubbs and became a showpiece in Laurens County. This 
site later housed the Claxton Hospital, integrating parts of the home into its 
structure. The hospital operated until the early ‘80s and the site is now an open 
lot next to Henry Memorial Presbyterian Church.

HENRY MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH511 Bellevue Avenue
Pause at the Henry Memorial Presbyterian Church, rebuilt in 1921 in the 
Neoclassical Revival style. Founded by riverboat captain Robert C. Henry, this 
church has been a spiritual anchor in Dublin for over a century.

First 1,000 Steps

Downtown Dublin Walking Tour

FIRST AFRICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 405 Telfair Street, Dublin, GA 31021Visit the oldest African American church in Dublin, where history is alive 
and well. The church building itself was erected in 1914 and is the very place 
where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his first speech. Every year, the 
church commemorates this moment with an oratorical contest, continuing 
Dr. King’s legacy of peaceful activism and visionary leadership.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  MONUMENT PARK 317 Telfair Street, Dublin, GA 31021 A transformation has occurred here; what was once a mundane parking 
lot has become a powerful symbol of change. The Monument Park not 
only commemorates Dr. King’s inaugural speech but serves as a beacon of 
inspiration, urging us all to reflect on the impacts of his quest for justice.

An audio station tells the tales of locals during the Civil Rights Movement, 
alongside murals by Georgia artist Corey Barksdale and Dublin’s own Randall 
Gearhart that bring to life the youthful hope and historic moments of that 
era. A striking sculpture also stands here, symbolizing the powerful words 
Dr. King once delivered, resonating through time.

Telfair Street

Stepping Back in Time

Our tour is brought to life with insights from Scott Thompson, a local 
historian whose dedication has helped preserve Laurens County’s 

history for all of us to cherish and learn from.

5 miles. 70+ sites. One story.

Downtown Dublin Walking Tour



Custom Merch 
& Wearables

T-shirts & custom merch for St. Patrick’s Festival & 
MLK Jr. Anniversary

S T A N D
S P E A K

D R E A M
Home of Martin Luther King Jr.’s First Public Speech
April 17, 1944 • First African Baptist Church

Home of Martin Luther King Jr.’s First Public Speech
April 17, 1944 • First African Baptist Church

DUBLIN, GEORGIA
1944

I Dream 
with Dr. King

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. IN

DUBLIN, GEORGIA
1944

Voice of
Change

DUBLIN, GA
1944

Where
Hist�y
Speaks



Custom Merch 
& Wearables

Stickers, magnets, and specialty merch to boost 
community pride and tourism visibility

Dublin’s always
up to something.

Scan the QR code to see
what’s happening next!

V I S I T D U B L I N G A . O R G / E V E N T - C A L E N D A R

S C A N  T O  K E E P  E X P L O R I N

G

VisitDublinGA.org



Newsletters

Curated and created monthly newsletters highlighting 
Dublin businesses, events, and stories—building 
consistent community and visitor engagement.



Banners & Visuals

Designed lamp post banners for spring, 
summer, fall, and St. Patrick’s Day

Summer
Vibes

Outdo�sGet 



Banners & Visuals

Branded pop-up for events

D U BL I N  IS  YO U R  H O M E  AWAY  FRO M  H O M E .

J O I N  TH E  F U N — EXPLO R E  D U BL I N  TO DAY !

Delicious Dining
From cozy cafes to gourmet spots, 

there’s a seat at the table waiting for you!

Rich History
Connect with the stories that shaped our 

community and the nation.

Feel at Home
With friendly festivals and local smiles, 

we’re ready for you to join our family.

V I S I T D U B L I N G A . O R G



Activations

VISITOR CENTER WINDOWS
Design to increase social shares and visitor interaction

Where
Dreams
Begin

Where
Dreams
Begin

Good People
Visit Here

Good People
Visit Here

Good People
Live Here

Good People
Live Here

The Emerald
of the SouthThe Emerald
of the South

Small Town 
with a Big Heart

Small Town 
with a Big Heart

Where
Every 
Day is
Lucky

Where
Every 
Day is
Lucky



Activations

SELFIE STATION 
Design to increase social shares and visitor interaction

LET US HOLD
THAT FOR YOU

Insert your phone here
and strike a pose!

Selfie Time

VISITDUBLINGA.ORG



Visitor Guide

Comprehensive, 70+ page Visitor Guide designed for tourists, 
travelers, and locals alike—highlighting where to stay, what to do, 

and how to experience the best of Dublin.

VISITOR’S GUIDE

Good People
Visit Here.
VisitDublinGA.org

Dublin is the kind of place where history lives loud, festivals fill the streets, and the locals wave like they’ve known you forever. It’s where you can stand on the steps of the church where Martin Luther King Jr. gave his first public speech, then head downtown for live music, great food, and a cold craft brew—all in the same afternoon.

Whether you’re cruising down I-16 or planning a weekend away, Dublin is a stop worth making. It’s a place packed with personality, where good stories are shared over even better meals.

Come see what makes Dublin so unforgettable. Just don’t be surprised if you start planning  your next trip before the first one ends.

Good People Live Here.
WELCOME TO DUBLIN, GEORGIA

Let’s be friends!
@VisitDublinGA
Visit Dublin GA
@VisitDublinGA Scan the QR Code to sign 

up for our newsletter! 

GET TO KNOW DUBLIN

V I S I T  D U B L I N  G A2
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WALKABILITY

16

17

In Dublin, all you need is a good pair of walking shoes to discover stories, sights, and history around every corner. Stroll shady sidewalks,  snap photos, and explore at your own pace with our self-guided walking tours.

Explore Dublin on Foot

WA L K A B I L I T Y   •  V I S I T  D U B L I N  G A

Downtown Dublin 
Walking Tour
Step into the soul of the city with a 
tour through more than 70 historic 
landmarks, sites, and buildings in the 
heart of Dublin. The Downtown Dublin Walking Tour brings the past to life 
with vintage photos and fascinating 
stories—no app required. Just head 
to downtowndublintour.com, or scan 
the QR code below:

Highlights include:

First African Baptist Church, where a young Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
delivered his first public speech.
Old City Cemetery, where Civil War 
history rests in peace.
Fred Roberts Building, a shining 
example of Art Deco elegance and 
modern imagination.
First National Bank, Dublin’s original 
“skyscraper” and current home to 
Georgia Military College.
Old Post Office, restored with care 
and loaded with charm.

Explore our 
Downtown
Walking Tour
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Looking Ahead

This year was one for the books—and the best part? 
We’re just getting started.

From exciting events to new campaigns, Visit Dublin 
GA continues to raise the bar for what a small-town 

destination can be. Through every partnership, project, 
and post, the mission remains the same: to invite the 

world to fall in love with Dublin the way we have.
As we look to the future, we’re proud to keep building 
on a foundation of creativity, community, and growth. 

Here’s to even more good people, good stories, and good 
work in the year ahead.


